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Post-War Years 

The end of World War II found a new wave of permanent parishioners at St. Ignatius.  

With the return of the veterans, the lack of housing and the advent of many modern conveniences 

such as baseboard heating, more and more families were making the decision to live in Long 

Beach. Parishioners were now coming from Atlantic Beach and East Atlantic Beach but the 

nearest Catholic school was ‘over the bridge’ in Far Rockaway. 

The idea of a Catholic school in Long Beach was reactivated but it was realized that St. 

Ignatius parish could not possibly single-handedly finance and maintain the school. Fr. Cass met 

with the pastors of St. Mary of the Isle and later Our Lady of Miraculous Medal in Point Lookout. 

Fr. Cass and Fr. Graham of St. Mary’s jointly agreed to undertake the building of a school that 

would serve the entire island. A contribution drive was begun with a goal of $150,000.  The 

chairmen of the campaign were Charles McAvoy of St. Ignatius and Joseph Carlino of St. 

Mary’s.  They ran a large successful door-to-door campaign during the summer of 1953 and by 

the end of August over $230,000.00 was raised. 

Construction began in 1953, and the building was completed in 1954. The Dominican 

Sisters of Amityville, who had been serving the parish since 1927, staffed the school, and Sister 

(Mother) Gregory who had organized a kindergarten program in 1946 was named principal. 

 

 

 

On September 4
th,

 1954, the doors of the new school swung wide to admit a total of 588 students.  

Some of the classes were so large (99 children in the 2
nd

 grade) that three lay teachers were hired 

to supplement the eight Dominican sisters.  

The house opposite the church was purchased and converted for use as a convent. A few 

years later, this convent was expanded through the acquisition of the adjacent Whitbread house.  

The first graduate to receive a diploma was Anthony Cuseo.  Anthony is now a deacon at 

Holy Name of Mary in Valley Stream but maintains his ties to Long Beach. 

 

Father Arthur Kane (1949-1956) brought the St. Vincent De Paul Society to the parish 

and began the quiet but effective work of service to the poor.  Father Kane also walked the streets 

Frs. Graham, Cass and Fagan with Mother Gregory on 

September 4 1954. 
The first Long Beach Catholic School Faculty 



  

of the parish most every day chatting with parishioners especially those that found it difficult to 

come to the rectory.   

On June 3, 1962, the son of Jim and Jo Kelly, the newly ordained Fr. James P. Kelly said 

his first mass at St. Ignatius.  The now Monsignor Kelly is currently the rector of St. Agnes 

Cathedral, the principal church of the Rockville Centre Diocese.  Monsignor never forgets his 

roots and often speaks of his childhood at the beach. 

 

The following is a portion of “A Summertime Reflection” by Gilda Ciani Sferra 

When my late husband and I discovered the Long Beach summer resort so close to Manhattan in 

1948, we bought a bungalow and enjoyed seventeen summers with our three children.  For me the 

added bonus was the spiritual blessings I received from attending daily Mass at St. Ignatius.  I 

felt the reverence of the 26 nuns who filed into church every morning, sitting in the middle aisle.  

The many priests and some bishops vacationing in the rectory would say mass at the three altars 

at the same time filling the church with spiritual harmony.  I was invited to join the Legion of 

Mary for the summer months where I met lovely people and together we would visit the sick and 

lonely two hours each week. These wonderful heartwarming memories brighten my life as I think 

of my summers in Long Beach and how St. Ignatius welcomed me. 

 

A brief look at “The Martyr” of April 1965 shows that there were six Sunday Masses 

celebrated during the winter but in the summer months, ten Masses including two in the school 

were conducted each week.   This pamphlet was dedicated to the recently announced major 

changes in the procedures at Mass.  It gave direct and refreshing explanations of the many 

changes that are now taken for granted such as the priest facing the people and the omission of 

the Last Gospel and the Hail Mary at the end of the Mass.  The special Easter Collection total for 

the month was $3,143.  In addition, the Children’s collection totaled $470.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you were altar boy arriving late to the 8 a.m. mass during the 60s and 70s, you might 

be surprised to see a tall distinguished looking man taking your place.  John J. Lynch, 

one of the most influential Catholics in the United States was a parishioner and a daily 

communicant at St. Ignatius.  John, aside from his role as political leader and bank 

president, was a tireless supporter of his Church and an advisor to many bishops and 

Church leaders.  He was honored by the Pope with the titles, Chamberlain of the Cape 

and Sword and Knight of St. Gregory. In 1968, he was honored at Grand Marshall of the 

N.Y.C. St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  He also stepped in as an altar boy if he was needed! 

 

Fr. James Kelly says his first Mass at St. Ignatius. In the picture is Fr. Kane, Msgr. Cass 

and Bishop Mulrooney.  



  

In 1967, Monsignor Cass retired and was succeeded by Monsignor Edgar McCarren 

(1967-1971).   During his tenure, he also held the post of Secretary of Schools in the new 

Diocese of Rockville Centre and taught in the seminary in Huntington.  Many of his 

duties as pastor revolved around the large task of reducing a substantial debt resulting 

from the vast building program. 
It was during this time that Sr. Phyllis O’Dowd O.P. was appointed Director of Religious 

Education.  Sister brought together all the children of the parish for the reception of the 

sacraments of Penance, First Communion and Confirmation, furthering the spirit of community 

between the Catholic and public school children. 

The beloved Monsignor Cass passed away in 1969 in his second beach home, the 

Bahamas. 

It is difficult to describe in a few words the depth of the priest who served our parish for 

over 40 years.  Monsignor John Cass is mentioned throughout our story as a pioneer and a 

builder, an innovator and spiritual shepherd.  This “Renaissance Priest” born among the Kansas 

cornfields, was a genuine intellectual but also a man with the common touch. His love for the 

piano was only surpassed by his love for the Brooklyn Dodgers.   He wrote books and poems, 

brought a vision of a parish school to reality and yet remained until the end of his time here, “a 

simple parish priest”. Msgr. McCarren in his eulogy said the following:  “Each day he would 

begin with a prayer at Mass, “To the God who gave joy to his youth”.  Monsignor Cass remained 

young in mind and spirit throughout all of his 80 years.   

If you saw Bob Maloney walking on the beach this summer, you would have experienced a rare 

event.  Although he still considers St. Ignatius his parish, Fr. Robert P. Maloney C.M. has a 

worldwide parish.  As Superior General of the Vincentians, he travels frequently to the 81 

countries that the Vincentians serve. Father’s position is similar to a bishop and when not on the 

road, he resides in Rome.  He has great memories of his Long Beach days as an altar boy 

especially the advice and guidance of Fr. Michael Gallagher.     

 

 

Father Michael F. Guinan (1971-1987) replaced Msgr. McCarren in 1971 and proceeded 

with the implementations of the Vatican Council. There was a great sense of excitement as these 

changes came about.  Fr. Guinan with his assistants, Fr. Yang and Fr. Aquino, led the parish in 

the understanding and participation of our daily liturgy, our religious instruction and our 

sacramental preparation.   

 

 

The late seventies ushered a new sense of church at St. Ignatius.  The notion of more 

participation in the church by the laity was a big focus stemming from the changes from the 



  

Vatican Council. Our parishioners were now serving as Eucharistic Ministers and lectors and 

beginning to participate more fully in the liturgical ceremonies and parish celebrations.  It was 

during this period that a newly ordained young priest arrived at St. Ignatius, Father Charles 

Romano (1979-1986), better known as Fr. Chuck. As a parishioner related, “He came with a 

smile and big ideas which he put right to work. There is a certain energy that comes with youth 

and it was contagious.  His greatest gift to our parish was his ability to say yes and to take a great 

idea and see it through to completion”.  

The Eighties was a time of celebration and the biggest celebration of them all was 

Pentecost, the birthday of the Church.  The Mass was held in the big schoolyard and every one 

wore red. Hundreds of red and white balloons lined the pathway where the entrance procession 

was preceded by a six-foot cake made by 50 parishioners. The Mass was a true celebration of our 

faith and our community. 

 

For the Easter Vigil liturgy, Kathy Ryan and Bobbie Fenton were commissioned to create a 12-

foot banner to be unveiled dramatically at the Gloria of the Mass.  As the hymn began, the large 

banner was unfurled with a beautiful representation of the Risen Christ and the proclamation, 

“ALULLIA”.  The congregation gasped with wonder but Kathy and Bobbie gasped at their 

spelling!  Going forward, all banners were checked for spelling. 

 

Sister Mary Butler, O. P. was appointed the Director of Religious Education in 1980. 

Sister Mary started our Family program and brought something new to St. Ignatius, The Parish 

Outreach Program. This program enabled parishioners to serve those in the parish that needed 

help. Volunteers were put in place to drive folks to the hospital, visit the sick and work with the 

bereaved.    

These were the singing years. In addition to our choir, the folk group was singing 

regularly at the ten o’clock Mass.  In early 1983, the parish first heard that auditions would be 

held for the newly formed St. Ignatius Martyr Players.  Under the direction of Father Chuck,  

“The Man Of LaMancha” and “My Fair Lady” were huge successes.  These performances were 

unique as most if not all of the on-stage actors and off-stage crew were members of the parish.  

The kids got into the act too with a grand performance of “Kids Praise”. 

A grand Mardi Gras Dance was held on February 11,1983 in honor of the 40
th
 

Anniversary of Father Guinan’s ordination.  The president of the Parish Council, Steve Buckley, 

welcomed Father and thanked him for his leadership, dedication and understanding during his 

years at St. Ignatius.   

Father Guinan retired in 1987 and was succeeded by Father Thomas O’Donnell (1987-

1999)  

The church and the parish buildings required much in the way of maintenance, and Fr. 

O’Donnell put together a Restoration Campaign Committee with the goal of raising $350,000.  

The campaign was very successful as our parishioners contributed over $680,000.  The beautiful 

restoration of the church is a direct result of this campaign. During this time, Fr. O’Donnell 

became very ill and Fr. Richard Nillson (1987-1998) did an excellent job of filling in.  Fr. Nillson 

went on to become the pastor of his own parish in 1998.  

Fr. O’Donnell also was instrumental in obtaining our current church organ and our 

electronic bell tower system.  The sound of church bells throughout the West End again was well 

received by the parishioners and the community.  Father is a frequent visitor to the area nursing 

homes where the residents love his friendly smile and occasional song. Fr. O’Donnell retired in 

1999 and was succeeded by our current pastor, Fr. Bill Logan.   

Fr. Bill comes to our parish with a great interest in the education of youth.  He focuses his 

ministry so as to be present to Long Beach Catholic Regional School and the Religious Education 

program. Father often invites the children up to the altar during the liturgy and takes personal 

interest in recruiting and training our altar servers.  He also enjoys working on the sacrament 

programs especially those of initiation.   



  

 Most recently, the parish celebrated the ordination of its first deacon.  Lifetime 

parishioner, Thomas J. Evrard was ordained at St. Agnes Cathedral on May 3, 2000, and assigned 

to his home parish of St. Ignatius. Tom and his wife, Gwen, were married at St. Ignatius over 30 

years ago and both have been very active in the church and Catholic school.     

    

  And here we are, 75 years since Mass in the West End Theater, where the presence of a 

faith community is stronger than ever. On this 11
th
 day of September as we finished this history, 

the bells in the tower tolled and our church was filled. A special Mass was offered for the victims 

of the World Trade Center terrorist attack.  Families with young children, people off the 

boardwalk, a firefighter with the dust of this terrible day joined together as they have so many 

times before, finding comfort within the walls of our Church, seeking solace in their faith and 

with their parish family.   

We continue to have Long Beach sand in our shoes and St. Ignatius parish in our hearts!  

 

 

 

Children’s’ Religious Education 

The religious education of our children has always been an important facet of the parish 

mission. As early as 1927, the Dominican Sisters were traveling from Rockville Centre for 

Saturday morning catechism instruction and participation in the Sunday morning 9 a.m. 

Children’s mass. These programs expanded greatly during the 50s when the three parishes on the 

island inaugurated a program of released time with the faculty of Long Beach Catholic School.   

Soon after as the populations of both parishes increased, each parish created their own program 

staffed by volunteer parishioners. Our dedicated teachers are trained by the diocese to acquire 

catechetical certificates.   Classes are for children in grades K through 8 and include preparation 

of the sacraments, Catholic doctrine, prayer experiences and more. Year after year, people engage 

in the teaching because of Jesus’ invitation, “Go Teach All Nations!”.     

 

Long Beach Catholic Regional School 

As mentioned above, our school was opened as a regional elementary school, serving 

three parishes.  It is said that this was the first regional school of this type opened on the east 

coast. Now officially titled “Long Beach Catholic Regional School”, the school opened this year 

with over 500 children and something new!  Fulfilling a dream of many years, the new 

gym/auditorium and a state of the art multimedia library and computer center was opened. The 

philosophy of our school encompasses the belief that all children are unique reflections of the 

image of God and through a shared responsibility with parents, we strive to create an environment 

where children can develop spiritually, physically, emotionally and socially.          

 

 

 

The Ministries and Societies 

 

Essential to the success of any parish are the societies and ministries that define the 

character and heart of the church.  St. Ignatius has been blessed in this regard.  As we see the 

continuance of traditions and worship by families so too we see these groups continuing their 

missions; many throughout the long history of the parish. 

 

The Rosary Altar Society was founded in 1927 is the longest continuing active society in the 

parish. The society is dedicated to the praise and honor of the Blessed Virgin through praying the 

Rosary.  It is both a spiritual and social society acting as a great fundraiser for the parish.  

 



  

St. Vincent De Paul Parish Outreach is an association of parish laywomen and men devoted to 

the personal service to the poor.  Founded in the 18
th
 century in France by Frederick Ozanam, the 

society assists those in need throughout the year.  The services include limited financial 

assistance, informal counseling and advocacy.     

 

The Choir began their history of sacred music during the forties under the direction of Mrs. Fiore 

Contino.   When Fiore left in 1950, Denis Nicholson, a 17 year old musician and soon to be 

medical student was asked by Father Cass to step in to run the choir.  His dedication to his 

ministry was put to the test when he served in the U.S. Health Service in Boston as a young 

intern. He traveled back and forth each weekend to lead the choir!   Dr. Nicholson has used his 

mission of performing and spreading the love of traditional sacred music over the last 50 years to 

not only the parish but to many other places as well.  One of Dr. Nicholson’s greatest memories 

was the presentation of Handel’s Messiah at the opening of the school in 1954. The choir 

currently sings at the 12 p.m. mass on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sunday of the month as well as liturgical 

feast days.  He is very proud of his 30 plus members (sometimes up to 60 for special events) and 

their faithfulness over the years.      

 

Eucharistic Ministers were established in the seventies to assist the priests in the distribution of 

the Eucharist. This mission continues and in addition, ministers visit the homebound and arrange 

weekly group devotions at the two nursing homes in our parish where a special Rosary devotion 

is said before the distribution of The Eucharist. 

 

RCIA-the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the process of welcoming persons who are 

not baptized, are of another faith or different Christian denomination, or Catholics who have not 

received Eucharist and Confirmation. Our catechists assist in the inquiring and the sharing of the 

Catholic faith.  

 

Small Faith Communities are small groups of parishioners who meet on a regular basis to 

participate in and share their Christian faith through the reflections on God’s action in one’s life 

experience based on Scripture and the faith in the Church.   

  

Lectors proclaim the Word of God at weekly and daily liturgies and at various special prayer 

services. 

 

Leader of Song leads the assembled parishioners in the liturgical hymns at our Weekend masses. 

 

Ushers assist in seating parishioners, collect the offering and provide for an orderly 

Communion procession. 

 

Roses for Life meet after the 8 a.m. Mass on the 1
st
 Friday of the month to say special 

prayers for the unborn and victims of abortion. 
 

Catholic Associations in Long Beach 

 
The Knights of Columbus Monsignor John A. Cass Council was instituted in November 1926 

with Father Cass as its charter chaplain.  Originally called the Long Beach Council, it was 

renamed in 1969.  Over the years, the council has participated in numerous church and 

community affairs.  The cardinal principles of the K of C are the spirit of charity, fraternity and 

unity. 

The Catholic Daughters of America were installed in our parish on July 24, 1927, as 

the Court of St. Ignatius Martyr #1067.  The motto for this very active society is “Unity 



  

and Charity”.  They participate in religious, charitable and educational apostolate of the 

Catholic Church. 
The Third Order Franciscans were founded in 1986.  As a part of Our Lady of the Atonement 

Secular Franciscan Order, the group lives out the spirituality of St. Francis of Assisi of prayer, 

good works and the help of the poor. 

The Ancient Order of Hibernians is an Irish Catholic lay organization whose members’ aim is 

to celebrate Irish culture and assist in charitable causes. The St. Brendan’s Division encompasses 

both a men’s and ladies group.  

 

 

Conclusion 

 

I graciously thank all who have participated in this story. I am particularly indebted to Pat 

Buckley and Marie Hoarty who got this project off the ground; Roberta Fiore, president of the 

Long Beach Historical Society who helped me understand the flavor of the times and how it 

affected the idea, building and establishment of our parish and the archivists from diocese of 

Brooklyn and the Sisters of St. Dominic who documented many of the stories of the parish’s 

beginnings. Tom and Jo Moriarty and Bob Harrington were especially helpful with their 

wonderful stories and pictures and I am indebted to Tom Mulligan for his wonderful West End 

photos.    

      Joe Rhatigan 

                                                                              October 27, 2001 

 

 

 

 


